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Is the End is Near?
"But in those days … stars will be falling from heaven …”

Mark 13: 24-25 

The text above happens to be this year’s Gospel lesson for the first Sunday of 
Advent. Too often we consider such texts only in light of sensational claims like 
that of Harold Camping, who earlier this year claimed the world would end on 
21 May. 

Your pastor does not anticipate the end of the world anytime in the near future 
(i.e. 12/21/2012). Scripture tells us that not even the Son, but only the Father who 
is in heaven knows the day and hour of Christ’s second coming (Mark 13:32). 
Come to worship on November 27 and discover the true spiritual value of such 
apocalyptic texts for 21st century Christians. Learn how we can live authentic 
lives of faith in challenging times.

Did you notice a change in The Star’s masthead this month? It’s a reference to 
the text from Mark’s Gospel. More substantive changes continue inside, where 
LInda Wickmann has experimented with a simpler layout in which articles are 
presented in fewer columns. Worship highlights for the coming month are inside.

As you read this edition of The Star please reflect on how you interact with our 
congregation’s newsletter. Do you read all of The Star, or only parts of it? Would 
you rather receive news from East Hills primarily via paper or electronic format? 
How important to you is the newsletter in maintaining your connection to EHMC? 
The church will be distributing a reader survey in the near future which will 
enable you to respond to these and other questions. 

We seek to balance our need for good communication with the demands of 
faithful stewardship of resources and time. Postage, paper, and printing costs all 
continue to rise. Some months we struggle to find enough volunteers to 
assemble the newsletter. Your participation in the forthcoming survey will help us 
chart the best way forward.
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Sunday Morning Worship Highlights 
8:30 & 11:00 A.M. 

While people of all ages are welcomed and in-
cluded in all of our worship services, nursery care 
is also provided as a choice every Sunday at 
11:00 a.m. for infants through kindergartners. 
 
November 6—Moravian Women’s Sunday. Our 
church women will lead worship. 

 
November 13—HOLY COMMUNION 

We will celebrate the Moravian Church’s obser-­
vation of Christ as Chief Elder. 
 

November 20—Thanksgiving themed worship. 
Even in hard times there are still reasons to be 
thankful 
 
November 27—1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Explore the spiritual value of the Bible’s apoca-­
lyptic texts: “Beware, keep alert;; for you do not 
know when the time will come.” (Mark 13:33) 

November BCE News 

The Board of Christian Education has been busily 
preparing for the holiday season and all of the 
festivities it brings! We have a few opportunities 
where help is needed and are asking for volun-
teers for the following events. 
 
November 20 we will be trimming the entire 
church with Christmas beauty. A children’s craft 
area will be available to keep little hands busy 
while the grown ups work during the Hanging of 
the Greens. We are however, in need of an adult 
craft coordinator to come up with simple crafts 
and work with Sr. High volunteers to keep our little 
ones occupied during the event. 
 
December 10th is our annual Family Christmas 
Caroling outing. The songbooks and jingle bells 
are ready, we just need an event coordinator to 
be the point person and leader on the night of 
the event. 
 
Finally, the board of Christian Education will be 
saying farewell to 5 of our 10 members a the end 
of the year. Please, prayerfully consider accept-
ing a position on the board. 
 
If you are led to any of the aforementioned call-
ings, please contact Linda Adams at 610-868-
1405. 
 
Save the date: December 18th will be both the 
Sunday School Christmas Pageant during the 
11:00 a.m. worship service and the Shepherd’s 
Journey which will be held at EHMC in the even-
ing. Watch for registration details and spread the 
word to anyone with little ones! 

East Hills Moravian Church Putz 

At EHMC, the Putz is a decoration, a teaching 
tool and a community outreach program. More 
than 100 members work together each year to 
create the Putz for the Advent season. 
 
Children, teens, adults, and seniors make the 
Putz happen. 
 
A computerized control panel designed and do-
nated by a church member directs the lighting 
and sound for the Putz. New additions to the 
putz are some figures, hand-carved in Germany, 
and Herod’s tent, hand-made by a church 
member. 
 

 
The EHMC Putz will be open to the public  

November 25 through December 30. 
Wednesdays and Fridays 

6-8 p.m. 
Saturdays and Sundays 

3-7 p.m. 
Closed Christmas Eve and Christmas Day 

Handicapped accessible 
Adult, children’s & Spanish version available. 

Groups are welcome! 

 

          Poinsettia Orders                             

            

                                 It’s once again time to order                                                         
  poinsettias to help beautify our 
sanctuary and Family Center for our Christmas 
Eve services. Feel free to take them with you fol-
lowing the 9:30 service. Cost for each poinsettia 
is $10 and the deadline to order is Thursday, De-
cember 1, 2011. Please see page 11 of this news-
letter or your Sunday bulletin for an order form. 

2  



Preschool News 
By Mary Kay Brezinsky 

 
 
 
The leaves are changing, the weather is turning 
colder and every November just before Thanksgiv-
ing a group of Pilgrims and Indians dressed in their 
native attire gather together and share a feast at 
our Preschool. 
 
Each class prepares some of the foods them-
selves, learning to measure, pour, bake, and cook 
until it is time to sit together and enjoy a wonderful 
feast. The Three Year Old Classes have a tradition-
al Thanksgiving Breakfast and the Four’s have a 
Thanksgiving Lunch. All the children make special 
placemats that they take home as a Thanksgiving 
keepsake to be used for years to come! Our pre-
school feast is a very special occasion for all. 
 
In the days leading up to the feast, the children 
learn about the first Thanksgiving. They also learn 
to thank God for the many blessings in their own 
lives including family, friends, home, school, 
church and other things they might be thankful 
for. This gives us a wonderful opportunity to teach 
little children about what it means to be thankful 
because in the process we remind ourselves, also. 
 
There are two other important dates to remember 
in the month of November: 
 We are thankful for the freedoms we en-
 joy as a nation and the privilege of vot-
 ing on Tuesday, November 8, 2011. 
 
 We are thankful for the men and women 
 who have served our country in the mili-
 tary, some giving their lives, and we re-
 member them on November 11th, Veter-

 an’s Day. 
 
I would also like to thank everyone who participat-
ed in the Preschool Fall Fundraisers. Your support is 
very much appreciated. The children will benefit 
from your efforts. 
 
 

Young Adult Ministry (YAM) News 
 

Young Adult Ministry (YAM) sends care packages 
to college-age youth attending school, in the mili-
tary, or in the job force twice a year. If you are a 
young adult or know of a young adult (your child), 
please give his/her mailing address to Lucy 
Thompson (610-691-2708 or slmicro@ptd.net) or 
Bobby Shimer (610-868-0179 or Barba-
ra.shimer@gmail.com). The young adult will be 
added to our list and receive a package from us 
in early November and in the spring. Many of the 
young adults receiving a box are thrilled to re-
ceive it and enjoy the food and fun contained 
inside. We also need bakers to supply two dozen 
baked items, individually wrapped; or individually 
wrapped candy; or small fun activities (age does 
not matter) for these youth. We are also collecting 
monetary donations to cover mailing costs. The 
deadline for contributions is Tuesday, November 1. 
If you wish to donate or have questions, you may 
contact Lucy or Bobby at the contact info above. 
Thanks for caring. 
 
 
 
 

Musical Notes  
 

We have a very dynamic music 
program here at EHMC, but there 
is always room for more singers, 
bell-ringers and other instrumen-
talists.  We provide a wide variety of music styles 
throughout the year.  Please come and join in on 
the fun of being part of an exciting music ministry! 
 
Chancel Choir rehearses Thursdays, 5-5:30 p.m. 
and is for children age 3 - 2nd grade. Contact Ka-
ren Davison (610-317-0481 or karen@davison.net) 
if your child is interested in joining. 
 
Youth Choir rehearses Thursdays, 5:30-6 p.m. and is 
for children and youth 3rd—10th grade. Laura 
Kemmerer (610-419-8797 or 
laura.noel@gmail.com) is the director. 
 
Sr. Choir rehearses Thursdays, 7:15-8:30 p.m. Con-
tact Sue Diehl (610-435-4651). 
 
Hand Bell Choir meets on Sundays following the 11 
a.m. service and is open to both adults and chil-
dren. Laura Kemmerer is the director. 
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Health and Wellness 
News 

By Susan Kriebs 
 
November is PREVENT DIABETES MONTH!  The 
American Diabetes Association states that “you 
can prevent or delay the onset of type 2 diabetes 
through a healthy lifestyle.  Change your diet, in-
crease your level of physical activity, maintain a 
healthy weight.  With these positive steps, you 
can stay healthier longer and reduce your risk of 
diabetes.”  To read more about diabetes, includ-­
ing information about risk factors, visit the Ameri-
can Diabetes Association website. 
 
You can also KEEP WALKING!   Our Bethlehem to 
Bethlehem program is progressing very well.  We 
have 113 people of all ages participating in this 
activity.  In just the first three weeks (of a twelve 
week program), we were already almost halfway 
there, covering almost 2800 miles.   The next chal-
lenge will be to continue the wonderful exercise 
habits that we have established.  To help with mo-
tivation, consider the following: 

 
What are your reasons and benefits for contin-

uing a life of increased physical activity? 
 
What are your personal goals  –  both short 

and long term? 
 
What obstacles do you see ahead that might 

interfere with achieving your goals? 
Being able to answer these questions and coming 
up with a plan to help you over any hurdles will 
help you keep going! 
 

CONGRATULATIONS ON DOING SUCH A GREAT 

JOB! 

 

Flu season is just around the corner.  Do your part 
this winter to help reduce the spread of influenza.  
GET YOUR FLU SHOT NOW!   

 

HELP SPREAD CHEER INSTEAD!   Sign up to serve on 
our Sunday flower visitor team and take your turn 
delivering our beautiful Sanctuary flowers to shut-
ins.  Speak with Susan Kriebs to learn more about 
this ministry and to get your name on our list of 
helpers. 

Health and Wellness cont. 
 

SERVE AS A SHARECARE VOLUNTEER!  Sue Hahn 
will gladly give you information about joining our 
EHMC ShareCare team.  She can provide infor-
mation about the different ways ShareCare 
serves members of our church and our communi-
ty, and she can make arrangements for 
ShareCare help if you have a need or know 
someone who does.  
 

BLOOD DONORS ARE ALWAYS NEEDED!  More in-
formation will be available next month about our 
annual EHMC Blood Drive, to be held in early Feb-
ruary.   
 

CPR TRAINING will be conducted early in 2012.  
We will offer training for those wishing to become 
CPR certified, as well as recertification training for 
those who were trained in 2010.  For information, 
and to reserve your spot, contact Susan Kriebs. 
 

Share Care News 

ShareCare is introducing a new fundraiser in 
time for that special someone on your Christmas 
list. A 513 piece puzzle entitled “Postcards from 
Bethlehem" includes memorable and historical 
sites around our city.  Photography done  by our 
volunteers and made into a beautiful 15" by 21" 
puzzle at a cost of $18.00. No need to struggle 
through the Black Friday crowds to shop for the 
perfect gift. You may purchase it right here at 
E.H.MC. on Sunday mornings after either service 
or call Sue Hahn 610-865-22304 and I will see that 
you get one. 
 

From the Elders 
 
The Elders this month discussed prayerfully the fu-
ture of  The Star. As East Hills gets on board with 
the information age we are beginning to explore 
many other ways of communicating … email, the 
church website, and  Facebook. In fact, The Star 
itself begins life as an electronic document. It is  
already available on our church website.  
 
As we move forward we are re-evaluating the 
role of The Star in our overall communications 
strategy. We ask for  your thoughts as we seek a 
solution that provides all our members with timely, 
meaningful information. In any event, some form 
of paper communication will be retained for 
those members not connected to the internet. 
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Fellowship Opportunities 

Moravian Women’s evening fellowship meeting 
will be held Tuesday, November 1, 7:00 p.m. at 
the home of Lucy Thompson. The morning group 
will meet on Wednesday, November 2, 9:30 at the 
church with Yvonne Gerlach as hostess. Both 
groups will study lesson 2 in our book Adventures 
in Faith with Paul.  
 
November 6 is Moravian Women’s Sunday, and 
Moravian women worldwide will celebrate by 
leading worship that day. Anyone wishing to par-
ticipate in the service is asked to call Janet 
Droney at 610-691-1984. 
 
In partnership with our sisters of Church Women 
United, we will celebrate Community Day at Frist 
Presbyterian Church on Friday, November 4 from 
9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. A coffee hour and lunch will 
be served. This year’s theme is Living our Faith, Un-
locking Action. The guest speaker is Cordelia Mil-
ler, director of emergency services at the Ameri-
can Red Cross in Allentown. 
 
Cost is $9.50 — Registration, $3.00, lunch $6.50. All 
are welcome. Contact Janet Droney, 610-691-
1984 if interested in attending. 
 

Moravian Travelers 
Contact Stan Maculesky, 610-866-1352, to inquire 
about or to reserve a seat on any of these last 
trips for 2011. 

 

Wednesday, November 16, 2011—Rainbow Dinner 
Theater—Home For the Holidays—Christmas com-
edy. Leave church at 8:30 a.m. $69. 
 
Tuesday, December 8, 2011—Penn’s Peak Christ-­
mas-Guy Lombardo. Leave church parking lot at 
10:00 a.m. $65. 
 
Wednesday, December 21– Dutch Apple Dinner 
Theatre—It’s Beginning to Look a Lot Like Christ-­
mas. Leave church parking lot at 10:00 a.m. $80. 

. 

Why Knots 

The Why Knots continue to meet the third 
Wednesday of each month at the home of Susan 
Hahn. They have been very busy working on ba-
by hats, mittens, booties, baby toys and beautiful 
quilts to be delivered to St. Luke’s Hospital for dis-­
tribution to families in need.  Come out and join 
us for fellowship and fun as we work on items to 
share with others. Next meeting, Wednesday, No-
vember 16th, 7 p.m.  

 

November Birthdays 

 1—Betty Heft 
 3—Barbara Shimer 
 4—Kyle Peters 
 5—Cory Kohn-Lesko 
 6—Olivia Kuhns 
 7—Amanda (Gbur) Keirle 
      Mikela Ortwein 
      Elizabeth Reynolds 
 8—Mary Ellen Rudolph 
 9—David Bieber 
11—Linda Adams 
       Victoria Creamer 
12—Clayton Olmstead 
13—Andrew Emmons 
       Cayden Creamer 
       Rachel Reynolds 
15—Lucy Thompson 
        Don Zeitner 
16—Jean Bennett 
17—Katie Pinter 
18—Phillip Gruver 
20—Brian Yost   
       Kim Donatelli 
       Michael Goyanes 
21—Rosemary Morgan 
23—Elmer Brogdon 
       Edna Marshall 
       Lois Meixell 
       Mark Trapp 
24—Madalyn smith 
       Emily Turton 
25—Sandy Gribbin 
       Megan Latham 
27—Stephanie Demko 
       Robert Hauck 
       Eric Pinter 
29—Mark Gibson 
       Anna Koehler 
       Caroline Radchuk 
30—Katrina Lehman 
       Thomas Walz 
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In  our ongoing prayers we hold: 

FOR HEALING AND RECOVERY OR STRENGTH TO 

DEAL WITH ADVERSITY 

 

OUR CHURCH FAMILY: 

Laura Blattner; Ray Hippenstiel; Ruth Bourguinon; 
Caroline Radchuk; Anthony Seratore; Robert 
Takach; Virginia Knerr; Shane Burcaw; Beth Mere-
dith; Barbara Cressman; Ginny Yanzsa; Rosanna 
Rice; Katherine Schleifer; Allison Shook; Mike 
DelPriore. 
 
OUR EXTENDED FAMILY & FRIENDS: 

John Petro; Dorothy Sandford; Anita McKeown; 
Reid McAnanama; Maryalice Gross; Matt New-
bold; Dick Kyte; Caroline Jenkins;  Kathy Szy & 
Family;;  Barb;; Jack Miller;; Jean Dise;; “Sam” Frank;; 
Mike Tabery; Jean Kyte; Barbara Sawyer; Denise 
Hyater Lindenmuth; Dale & Sophie Eshbach; 
Ralph Weider;; Holly Daubenspeck;; “John”;; Nan-­
cy Falkenback; Jim Ford; Barbara Mongilutz. 
 
OUR MEMBERS IN NURSING HOMES OR ASSISTED 
LIVING 

Dorothy Lester; Dick Cressman 
 
 

 
 

 

Correspondence 
 
I would like to thank everyone for all their support 
with visits, cards, phone calls, and for all their pray-
ers. George loved this church, and all of his friends 
here. I would also like to thank Pastor Derek for all 
the time he spent with George and the family. He 
was there when we needed him most. Thank you 
everyone for all your caring and love. 
 
Caroline Radchuk and daughters 
 

Holiday Craft Faire Report 

The HCF was a huge success measured by the num-
ber of guests who arrived to the show and also the 
quality of the handmade items the crafters offer for 
purchase. This was our 10th anniversary. The final  
income total for this year was $6, 052.12, an increase 
of approximately $1,000 over last year. 
 
As we look back over the actual Faire with satisfac-
tion, I would like to acknowledge and thank some of 
the people who spent many hours of preparation 
before the actual day of the show. 
 
Last summer Jim Eberly was busy making 14 new 
large wooden directional signs to help our guests 
and crafters find their way to the church. Ken Stauf-
fer placed them a few days before the show and 
collected them afterwards. Rich Kriebs was busy re-
moving and replacing the dates on our yard signs 
this summer as well. 
 
The week before the show Sue and Rich Kriebs were 
at the church marking the spaces for each crafter 
with tape on the floor and setting up tables and 
chairs to be ready for the crafters when they arrived. 
 
Jean Skillman plans and coordinates the Delectable 
Desserts section of the Faire and she spent part of 
her summer scanning cupcake and dessert books 
deciding what interesting goodies she was going to 
offer at her table. 
 
In early September Jan Schanck was busy collecting 
all the flyers and donations from various businesses 
she had gone about requesting for the Goodie Bags 
for her group of volunteers to assemble.  
 
Eileen Ackerman planned the breakfast she and 
John, Jr. and a crew prepared long before the day 
of the Faire, as did Bob Wingrove and his lunch crew. 
 
We had many, many people help throughout the 
year, but we cannot forget those people who 
helped the night before and the day of the Faire. 
They checked in the crafters and helped them carry 
their items in and out and helped them with set up 
and take down. They helped change the Sunday 
school and preschool rooms into craft and dining 
rooms and back again. They worked cash register 
and sat at the donations table. They made copies 
and handed out Goodie Bags or delivered lunches 
to crafters who were alone. They welcomed guests 
and did practically anything I asked them to do and 
they did it cheerfully. 
 
Thank you all so very much!! 

Blessings, 
Louise Snyder 
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Sacristans 

 6 Eileen Mera/Peter Diehl 
13 Catherine & Kevin Moyzan 
20 Jane & Jim Regina 
27 All Sacristans 

Counters 

 6 Joe Soska, Jr., Don Wambold 
13 Joe Soska, Jr., Jane Burcaw 
20 Joe Soska, Jr., Jane Burcaw 
27 Dwight Taylor, Lisa Mixon 

Ushers 

    6 Bob Koehler, Jr. & Jim Knerr 
 13 Phil & Donna Kromer 
 20 Jean Bennett, Harry Snyder 
 27 Bob Stewart, Bertha Murphy 

Elder on Duty 

 6 Jon Burcaw 
13 Joe Mixon 
20 Mark Toth 
27 Polly Skinn 

11:00 a.m. 

  6 Bob Sauers, Joyce Signarovitz 
13 Jack & Jean Skillman 
20 Steve & Lucy Thompson 
27  Brian & Tanya Yost 

11:00 a.m. 

 6  Laura Kemmerer 
13  Sue Kriebs 
20  Brian Davison 
27  Jay Larson 

Liturgist 

  6 Joe Csrenko 
13 Karen Montgomery 
20 Eileen Ackerman 
27 Eileen Mera 

11:00 a.m. 

  6 Peter Diehl 
13 Jay Larson 
20 Todd Heft 
27 Joyce Signarovitz 

Sanctuary Flowers 

 6 Steve & Jenni Kuhns 
13 Clark & Norma Snitker  
20 Brian & Tanya Yost 
27   Eileen Mera 
        Jim & Jane Regina 

Flower Visitor 

 6 Barb Levan 
13 Marcia Mielnik 
20 Bruce Montgomery 
27 Bertha Murphy 

Crib Nursery 

 6 Melissa Kaye 
13 Melissa Kaye 
20   Melissa Kaye 
27 Melissa Kaye 

Shopper Ellen DeStasio 
Kitchen Asst Rich Kriebs 
Shelter Duty, Ann Gibson 
                Bill Matz 
Dessert      Denise Kohn 

Victory House 

November Ministry Page 
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Being the Missional Church 

                               Harvest Buffet Dinner—Saturday, November 12, 2011, 
6 pm seating.  Mission and Outreach is sponsoring the second Annual 
Harvest Buffet Dinner to benefit our congregation’s food ministry and 
shelter program.   The menu will include chicken, turkey and ham 
dishes along with sweet potato pie, potato bread stuffing and other 
fixings and dessert. 

 

The proceeds in general will be used to purchase food and supplies for two of our programs. Our 
prepared meal program for our indigent neighbors and  congregational members  with food needs 
and short term situations such as surgery, a death in the family or other crisis.  The proceeds will also 
help East Hills Women’s Shelter Nite during the coming winter. Hope to see lots of our members and 
their friends buy tickets and attend this worthy cause.  Cost: Adults $10, children 6-12 $5, under 5 
free. Tickets on sale after church, in the church office or call Rich Kriebs (610-867-5971) or Bob Win-
grove (610-867-0537). Table reservations available. 

Mission and Outreach is pleased to an-
nounce that EHMC will serve as a site for 
the Bethlehem Emergency Sheltering Sys-
tem this winter.  We will be hosting wom-
en and children on Saturday nights, be-
ginning December 10.  We will need vol-
unteers and a variety of supplies.  Watch 
our website and Sunday bulletins for more 
details.  
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Kids’ Activity Page 
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Poinsettia Order Form 
 

 
Please order by completing this form and returning it with payment 
to Connie Fuchs, 106 Brandywine Drive, Bethlehem, PA 18020.  
Order deadline is Thursday, December 1, 2011. 

 

$10.00 each 

 

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 

 

PRESENTED BY ____________________________________ 

     This is how it will appear in the bulletin. 

 

Fill in the line you wish to have included in the bulletin. 

 

In Honor of ______________________________________________ 
 
In Loving Memory of _____________________________________ 
 
For Blessings Received ___________________________________ 
 
Please make check payable to East Hills Moravian Church or 

EHMC. 



Our Mission: To Know Christ and to Make Him Known 

                                             East Hills Moravian Church 
      1830 Butztown Road 
       Bethlehem, PA 18017-3210 
 

        RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

NON-PROFIT ORG 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

Permit No. 560 
Lehigh Valley, PA 
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