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“Prayer: Essential for Followers of Jesus" 
 

Regular prayer is not an optional discipline for those seeking to follow Jesus; rather it is central to the 

life of faith. If Christ found it necessary to find time to pray while saving humanity, why would his 

followers think they could be without a personal practice of prayer? St. Paul says we are to “pray 

without ceasing,” (1 Thess. 5:17) while Jesus tells his disciples “a parable about their need to pray 

always and not to lose heart.” (Luke 18:1)  
 

Though there are other forms of prayer, many Christians associate prayer exclusively with the verbal 

or mental recitation of words so we will focus on this practice.  Such prayer remains but words without 

the proper mindset. What makes a prayer “prayerful” is one’s reflection on how the words prayed 

describe “the reality of life lived in and through the living God as known in scripture.”1 God calls us to 

reflect deeply on the meaning of the words we recite and integrate what we learn into our daily 

lives. This strenuous contemplative work is reflected in the word “liturgy,” which means “the people’s 

work.” 
 

Because I suspect most of us are guilty of reciting liturgies without much reflection from time to time 

considering two ways one might interact with one of our Moravian liturgies may help clarify the 

difference between heaping up empty phrases (Matt. 6:7) and worshipping God in spirit and truth. 

(John 4:24)   
 

Like most Moravian liturgies the Liturgy of Adoration is comprised primarily of passages of scripture. If 

we do not trouble ourselves with understanding or contemplating what we are reading or saying and 

whether we are incorporating the text’s lessons into our lives as we read then a liturgy will have little 

spiritual effect. Our familiarity with the words of the liturgy may be either comforting or boring 

depending on our disposition and history. 
  
On the other hand, when prayed mindfully liturgy can open a conversation with God and with 

thousands of generations of faithful believers stretching all the way back to the ancient Israelites 

whose psalm (#118) opens the Liturgy of Adoration. Condensed into eight brief pages is a concise 

summary of how to live a life centered on Christ both as an individual and as part of a Christian 

community (MBW, page 18-25.) Once our eyes are opened we see that most of the life of faith is set 

out for us in the liturgy – our need to praise God; God’s gracious initiative in Jesus Christ which frees us 

from the power of sin and death; the fact that we are saved by God’s grace and not by our own 

efforts or strength; our need to confess our sins; a statement of the Church’s faith (Nicene Creed); our 

responsibility to exercise stewardship over what God has given to us, to pray for the world, and work 

righteously for justice on behalf of “the poor, the homeless, the imprisoned, the afflicted, the 

persecuted, the abused…”  
  
The difference in experience lies in the mind/heart of the worshipper. This coming Lent find some 

prayers which speak to you. Come up with your own prayers or develop a deeper appreciation for 

the liturgical prayers of the Moravian Book of Worship. Pray them. Reflect on them. Live them. Pray 

until the life you live matches the life you pray.  
 

1. Conrad Hoover in “No Choice But to Pray,” Sojourners, June, 1977. 
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Preschool News 
Mary Kay Brezinsky 

 

Love is in the air during the month of February at EHMC Preschool.  Our classes 

celebrate St. Valentine’s Day by learning about friendship, caring, and sharing.  There 

will be giggles and smiles as the children sort through their Valentine goodies and play 

friendship games.  February is a busy month as we will also be learning about our 

founding fathers for Presidents’ Day and our dental health.  

We welcome visitors to come and see our school and all the wonderful things that happen here.  

Registration is in full swing.  Give us a call to schedule a visit in one of our classes.  We offer the 

following classes in the mornings:   9:15-11:45 am: Two Year Old Class (Wed. and/or Thurs); Three Year 

Old Class (Tues. and Thurs.); a 3 day (M/W/F) and a 4 day (M/T/W/F) Four Year Old Program.  Come 

and play with us M/T/W/Th afternoons 11:45 am-3:00 pm in our Creative Playgroup.  We welcome 

ages 2-5 yrs.  Bring your lunch, do a craft, and play in the gym on a cold afternoon.  There is a class 

for everyone!  If you have any questions about our programs, please give us a call at 610-868-6242.                   

We look forward to hearing from you. 
 

 

Thank you for all the expressions of sympathy, condolences, calls, cards and 

prayers at the time of my Mother's passing in December.  They were so very 

much appreciated.  Jan Schanck 
 

My Mother, Jan Barker, and I would like to thank the Women's Fellowship for providing us with a 

beautiful evening and a delicious meal at the Christmas dinner on December 2.   

Thank you and God’s Blessings, 

Jill Pitman 
 

EHMC Congregational Watchword – 2015 

You greatly rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory,  

obtaining as the outcome of your faith  

the salvation of your souls. 

1 Peter 1: 8-9 (NASB) 
 

Star Newsletter 

The deadline for all information to be published in the Star is the TENTH of every month to enable us to 

publish the information in a timely manner.  Please remember to keep information as brief as possible 

due to space limitations.  Thank you for your cooperation! 

*Please note the deadline for information for the March issue will be February 10. ** Thank you.  
 

Church Safety 

For the safety of others using our building, if you unlock a door, PLEASE remember to re-lock and 

check the door to make sure it is latched when you leave the premises even if there are still others in 

the building.  Also, if you hold a key to the church and no longer need it, please return it to the 

church office.  Thank you for your assistance. 
 

Building Usage Reminder 

PLEASE remember to complete a building reservation form for all East Hills Moravian Church ministries’ 

meetings and events to ensure the required space is available and reserved for your particular event.  

This will eliminate scheduling conflicts.  Thank you for your cooperation. 
 

Communications 

Please help us keep our information up to date!  Do we have your current address, phone number, 

and e-mail address?  Please notify the church office of any updates for yourself or any family 

members at office@easthillsmc.org or 610-868-6481.  

mailto:office@easthillsmc.org
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Christian Fellowship News & Opportunities 
 

EHMC Cash Card Program 

Worried about recent credit card security breaches?  Using our cash card program can provide 

credit card protection.  Giant, Valley Farm and Elias Market donate 5% of your cash card purchase 

to the church; when you buy $100 in Giant Cash cards, you get $100 to spend on your groceries and 

the church receives $5.  There are many participating merchants.  This is a win/win situation; cash 

cards for your purchases, your peace of mind, and a percentage to support your church!  See Louise 

Snyder before or after church to purchase your cash cards with cash or check.  See below for the 

many reasons to use cash cards and the ways they benefit EHMC.  
 

Ten Reasons Why I Use Cash Cards 

1.  The cash card program has raised more than $70,000 dollars for East Hills Moravian Church.  In 

addition to regular giving, I can give additional money through the cash card program without 

hindering my family’s lifestyle. 

2.  Some of the places I regularly shop give a percentage of earnings back to the church.  I’m going 

there anyway so why not support the church? 

3.  It helps my family stay on budget.  If I go to the grocery store with a $100 cash card, I’m more likely 

to spend $100, but if I use a debit or credit card, I generally spend more.  My college student has 

learned how to budget her food allowance using a Weis cash card, and I know that she’s actually 

buying groceries. 

4.  Cash cards make great gifts.  When I don’t have time to shop or have trouble figuring out what 

someone might want, I give a cash card.  They really come in handy when I have forgotten about a 

party until the day of. 

5.  Cash cards make great stuffers for Christmas stockings, Easter baskets, care packages, etc.  They 

never expire.  That’s a relief when I change purses and accidentally find one. 

6.  I can share the list with my coworkers.  They give me a check, I fill out the form, and I bring them 

the cash cards.  They don’t need to run around to a bunch of stores and our church makes money.  

It’s a win-win! 

7.  It makes it easier to treat someone else to a cup of coffee or a meal.  I’ll say let me use my gift 

card this time.  People seem less likely to argue. 

8.  They can be used to help support various ministries; i.e., mission trips, Easter egg hunts, shelters, 

food banks, Sunday School, YAM, just to name a few…sometimes cash cards rather than items, are 

the preference. 

9.  No loose change in your purse or pockets.  The change remains on the cash card and saves time 

at checkout. 

10. With all of the hacking scares, I opt for a cash card when I shop at Target or Home Depot. 

 

 

This pie chart represents the people of East Hills Moravian Church.  The piece of pie represents the 

percentage of people who currently use the Cash Card Program.  The Cash Card program currently 

yields the church approximately $ 6,000/year. 

 

 Anyone hungry for a bigger piece of pie? 
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Meet the Martin Family.  They represent one family of East Hills Moravian Church.  See the family’s 

typical monthly expenses. 

 $400 food 

 $200 gas 

 $100 prescriptions 

 $100 restaurants 

 $50 movies 

 $75 coffee 

 $50 house projects 

 $25 gifts for others 

Total money spent using debit/credit cards = $1,000                               Additional money for EHMC = 0 
 

Meet the cash card user Martin Family.  See the family’s typical monthly expenses. 

 $400 Giant  

 $200 Sheetz   

 $100 CVS  

 $100 Applebee’s  

 $50 Regal/United Artists 

 $75 Starbucks  

 $50 Home Depot  

 $25 Macys  

Total money spent using cash cards = $1,000                                  Additional money for EHMC = $58.50 

At the end of the year the Martin Family has given an additional $702.00 simply by using the cash 

card program.  Remember they are only one family in EHMC.   

Consider what might happen if they got 10 of their friends to use the cash card program… 
 

EHMC Book Club 

The East Hills Moravian Church Book Club will meet again on Monday, February 9, at 7pm in the 

Parlor.  Light refreshments will be served, and we'll be discussing The Lacemakers of Glenmara by 

Heather Barbieri.  Synopsis of the Lacemakers of Glenmara: "You can always start again," Kate 

Robinson's mother once told her.  "All it takes is a new thread."  Overwhelmed by heartbreak and loss, 

Kate follows her mother's advice and flees to Ireland, her ancestral homeland, hoping to reinvent 

herself.  In the seaside hamlet of Glenmara, the struggling twenty-six year old fashion designer quickly 

develops a bond with members of the local lace-making society.  Also, for our meeting, clear off your 

book shelves and bring any books you would like to share with others.  Any leftover books will be 

donated.  Contact Amy Gross, 610-217-6008 or bartlet4pres@yahoo.com. 
 

Women’s Fellowship  

February Meetings:  The evening group will meet on February 3 at 7:00 pm at the home of Lucy 

Thompson.  Please call Lucy at 610-691-2708 if you plan to attend.  The morning group will meet on 

February 4 at 10:00 am in the church kitchen with Eileen Ackerman as hostess.  Please call Eileen at 

610-559-7024 if you plan to attend.  Both groups will be doing the new stud book, Prayer – Your 

Greatest Privilege by The Rev. Robert A. Iobst.  The lesson is “How to Pray at Home or Helps for the 

Wandering Mind”, page 16.  Call Janet Droney-610-691-1984 or Jean Bennett-610-868-9810 for books.  

All women are invited to join us. 
 

EHMC Dart Baseball League 

Our league schedule is as follows with practice beginning at 6:45 pm and games following at 7:30 

pm on Monday evenings unless otherwise noted.  For more info, contact Wayne Gruver at 

ufospacehunter@yahoo.com.  Home (H)/Away (A)    

Feb:  2-Holy Trinity (H); 9-First UCC (A); 16-All Star Games @ 6:30 pm (A); 23-Fritz Wesleyan (A). 

Mar:  2-W/S-Edgeboro (H); 9-St. Peter’s (H); 16-Christ UCC (H); 23-Christ Lutheran (H). 

Apr:  6-St. Matthew’s (H); 13-Schoenersville UCC (H). 

 

mailto:bartlet4pres@yahoo.com
mailto:ufospacehunter@yahoo.com
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Adult Fellowship Annual Wine Tasting 

Are you feeling lucky?  Sue and Rich Kriebs are once again hosting Adult Fellowship’s annual Wine 

Tasting Party on “Friday the 13th of March starting at 7:00 pm.  This is the 10th year for this event.  A full 

menu of foods and desserts, selected to complement each wine, will be prepared and served by the 

Wingroves, Kriebs, and Mielniks.  Wine glasses for tasting are provided, and other beverages will also 

be available.  This year’s selection has not yet been made, but as in all previous years, we will be 

looking to use a local Pennsylvania winery. 

For those who have previously enjoyed this event, we hope to see you again.  For those who have 

not, please join us for an evening of fun, fellowship, food, and drink.  Contact Sue or Rich, 610-867-

5971 or skriebs@gmail.com, for info or to reserve.  Further details, including the winery chosen and the 

cost per person, will follow.   Please reserve early to help us plan the details and because space is 

limited.  Payment is due by Sunday, March 8. 

 
 

IDEAS FOR VALENTINE’S DAY GIFTS 
 

40% OF YOUR ORDER GOES TO OUR CHURCH 
 

THIS IS LIKE GIVING A VALENTINE’S DAY GIFT TO OUR CHURCH  

WITH EVERY ORDER  
 

Gifts like: magazines, sport team gifts, jewelry & seasonal decorations, baby/child gifts, woven 

treasures, gourmet grocery, custom plaques, personalized stoneware and much more.  

For magazines:   

 Renew your existing subscriptions, order a new title, or give the gift of reading!  

 Over 600 best-sellers available. 

 101 DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTIONS or 102 PRINT AND DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTIONS available to 

download onto your e-readers or I-Pads! 

 To view our digital offerings, go to store.gafundraising.com; follow steps 1-3 listed below, 

and click on “Digital Magazines” under the Easy Access Tabs on the left side of the page.   

For Gift Items: 

 To view the gift items follow steps 1-3 listed below and then select your gift category under 

the Easy Access Tabs on the left side of the page. 

How Do I Order Magazines And Gift Items?            Our NEW Church ID:  2768554      

Go to store.gafundraising.com and follow the easy steps outlined below:         

Click on “Shop Now!” 

1. Under ‘School or organization online ID’ enter our church ID 2768554.  

2. Under ‘Support student of your choice’ enter Your First and Last Name. 

3. Select your magazine and pay by credit card.  Please print a copy of your order. 

 You will receive a quarterly statement in the mail showing the amount of your donation 

to East Hills Moravian Church (this can be used for taxes). 

 Shop online 24/7; pay by credit card, and save 4-6 weeks delivery time. 

If you do not have a computer and want to order magazines or gifts or if you have any other 

questions, contact: Denise Kohn-Lesko at 610-867-8467 or dkohnlesko@gmail.com. 

SPONSORED BY: SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! 

Customers can contact the toll-free online customer service number at 1-800-251-1542. 
 

Snow Tubing 

Join Edgeboro Moravian at Blue Mountain on Friday, March 6, 6-9:00 pm, for an evening of fun and 

bring your friends too!  Cost: $20 plus signed waiver by March 1.  (You must be 36” tall).  To come and 

watch is $2.  Hot dogs, soda, water, and desserts provided; please bring a “munchie” to share.  

Contact Blake Messman at 610-954-5173 or messmanblake@gmail.com.  
 

 

mailto:skriebs@gmail.com
mailto:dkohnlesko@gmail.com
mailto:messmanblake@gmail.com
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East Hills Men’s Club Italian Buffet 

Mark your calendars, get your tickets, bring your family and friends and join us for a 

great night of fun and food on Saturday, March 7 at 6:00 pm.  
  

PLEASE NOTE:  ONLY ONE SEATING 
 

Cost – Adults - $12.00/6-12 yrs. - $5.00/5 and under – No charge. 

Menu – Antipasto Salad Bar, Italian Bread, Pasta Bar, Marinara Sauce, White Clam Sauce, Stuffed 

Shells, Hand Made Meatballs, Sweet Italian Sausage, Chicken Mediterranean, Fresh Brewed Ice Tea, 

Lemonade, and Ice Cream. 

Proceeds from this dinner are used for East Hills mission, ministry, and church-wide fellowship needs.  

This year’s tip basket will go toward the Camp Hope Scholarship Fund, helping youth attend camp. 

Ticket Sales – tickets go on sale Sunday, February 1.  Get them from Bob Wingrove at 610-867-0537 or 

the church office.  Call soon since a sell-out is expected.  If you have a group, you can reserve a 

table; however, this is not required but helps greatly with the seating.    

Help Needed – Friday, March 6, 6:30 pm to set up and prep and Saturday, March 7 during the 

afternoon for cooking, servers at 5:15 pm for 6:00 dinner, and the all-important clean-up after. 

Special Note – those that help with the event can all enjoy the dinner afterwards (approx. 7:30 pm).  

Helpers can also get tickets for their friends and family to join them for this informal Buffet Cast Party. 

Contact - Bob Wingrove at 610-867-0537 for both tickets and to sign up to help.   
 

Winter Sale   

Please join us in Fellowship Hall Sunday, February 1, after worship and Sunday School for the special 

winter sale sponsored by Why Knot.  Available for purchase will be lovely handmade winter 

outerwear; ear warmers, hats, scarves, and neck warmers, in a variety of sizes for children and adults.  

All proceeds from the sale and any donations received will be sent to MS Run the US 2015 Relay in the 

name of Heidi Wagner, the Kriebs’ daughter, diagnosed with MS in 2006, who will be running in the 

relay.  Please note Why Knot will also be holding their “regular” sale of baby and children’s items later 

in the spring. 
 

 

   

  4-Eric Evans 

  6-Nancy Gross 

     Bill Schankel 

     Grace Taylor 

  7-Gavin Stellato 

     Deborah Turton 

  8-Greg Bowden 

     Paul Lutz 

     Marcia Mielnik 

 9-Christine Trux 

10-Tanamarie Williams 

11-Nathan Bowden 

     Cheyenne Creamer 

     John Peters 

 

      

 

 

 

12-Peter Diehl 

     Bob Stewart 

13-Jeff Adams 

14-Bob Wingrove 

     Alexandra Gaugler 

15-Earl Jackson 

18-Mikayla Bowden 

      Karen Davison 

19-Francis Goyanes 

      Brandon Koehler 

20-Joshua Kemmerer 

     Mark Toth 

23-Ellen Choi 

     Walker Levan 

 

 

 

 

 

24-Joyce Eckerd 

     Carole Zieger 

25-Daniel Hull 

26-Sandra Gichiengo 

     Sarah Soska 

27-Jonah Ortwein 

     Nancy Walz 

28-Deborah Spinney 

     David Thompson 
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FEBRUARY WORSHIP 
 

February 1:  One unity service worship at 9:30 am followed by Sunday School and special Mission to 

Cuba presentation by David Sommers. 

Sacristans- Bob Hauck & Eileen Ackerman; Elder-TBA; Ushers-Jim & Anna Koehler; Liturgist-Jeff Adams;  

Counters-Scott Gross & Deb Spinney; Flowers-Heft/Skillman; Flower visitor-Jon Burcaw. 
 

February 8:  Two worship services at 8:30 &11:00 am/Sunday School at 9:45 am. 

Sacristans- Wayne & Debra Gruver; Elder (8:30)-TBA; (11:00)-TBA; Ushers (8:30)-TBA; (11:00)-Boy Scouts; 

Liturgist (8:30)-Catherine Moyzan; (11:00)-Boy Scouts; Counters-Dave Evans & Rich Kriebs; Flowers-

Gruver; Flower visitor-Jay Larson. 
 

February 15:  Two worship services at 8:30 &11:00 am/Sunday School at 9:45 am. 

Sacristans-Jim & Lucia Knerr; Elder (8:30)-TBA; (11:00)-TBA; Ushers (8:30)-Phil & Donna Kromer; (11:00)-

Bob Hauck & Bertie Knisley; Liturgist (8:30)-Kevin Moyzan; (11:00)-Jay Larson; Counters-Dave Evans & 

Rich Kriebs; Flowers-Droney/Snitker; Flower visitor-Linda Marsh. 
 

February 22:  Two worship services at 8:30 &11:00 am/Sunday School at 9:45 am. 

Sacristans-Steve & Lucy Thompson; Elder (8:30)-TBA; (11:00)-TBA; Ushers (8:30)-Joe & Frieda Soska; 

(11:00)-Bob Sauers & Jim Eckerd; Liturgist (8:30)-Eileen Mera; (11:00)-Charmayne Stauffer; Counters- 

Dave Evans & Rich Kriebs; Flowers-Eckerd/Weber; Flower visitor-Marcia Mielnik. 
 

Liturgists Needed 

Are you interested in being a liturgist or has it been a while since you had the chance to do so?  

Please contact Kelly Newhall, phone-610-861-4699; text-610-653-6368; or e-mail-kjnewhall@rcn.com. 
 

 

LENTEN/HOLY WEEK SERVICES 
 

Ash Wednesday Worship                        Sanctuary, February 18 at 7:00 pm 

(Imposition of ashes if desired 
 

Wednesday Lenten Dinners & Programming        Fellowship Hall  

                                                                        February 25, March 4, 11, 18, & 25  

                                                                           Dinner at 6:00 followed by worship at 7:00 pm 
 

Palm Sunday  Sanctuary, March 29  

        8:30 & 11:00 am Services 
 

Holy Week Reading Services                                 Fellowship Hall, Sunday through Wednesday  

 March 29-April 1 at 7:00 pm 
 

Maundy Thursday Holy Communion                          Sanctuary, April 2 at 7:00 pm 
 

Good Friday Tenebrae Service                                         Sanctuary, April 3 at 7:00 pm 
 

Easter Services      Sanctuary, Sunday, April 5  

          6:00 am Easter Dawn 

         8:30 am Communion 

        11:00 am Resurrection 
 

In case of inclement weather please check Channel 69 News Storm Center and/or East Hills 

Moravian Church Facebook Page for schedule changes and closings. 

mailto:kjnewhall@rcn.com


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 Why Knot Sale 

9:30 am Unity Worship 

10:30 am Sunday School 

Mission Presentation 

11:30 am Handbells 

6:00 pm Bible Study 

6:30 pm Confirmation 

2 
6:45 pm Darts (A) 
7:00 pm Elders 

 

3 

7:00 pm Moravian Women 

4 

10:00 am Moravian Women 

5:30 pm Girl Scouts 

7:00 pm Girl Scouts  

7:00 pm Men’s Bible Study 

5 

5:30 pm Youth Choir 

7:00 pm Boy Scouts 

7:15 pm Senior Choir  

6 7 

8 

8:30 am Worship 

9:45 am Sunday School 

11:00 am Worship 

12:15 pm Handbells 

6:00 pm Bible Study 

9 
6:45 pm Darts (H) 
7:30 pm Worship Com. 

10 
Star News Deadline 

7:00 pm Preschool Board 

11 

5:30 pm Girl Scouts 

7:00 pm Girl Scouts  

7:00 pm Men’s Bible Study 

12 

5:30 pm Youth Choir 

7:00 pm Boy Scouts 

7:15 pm Senior Choir  

13 14 
Valentines’ Day 

 

15 

8:30 am Worship 

9:45 am Sunday School 

11:00 am Worship 

12:15 pm Handbells 

6:00 pm Bible Study 

6:30 pm Confirmation 

 

16  Presidents’ Day 

 
 
 
 
 
6:45 pm Darts (A) 
7:00 pm BCE 

17 18  ASH WEDNESDAY 

5:30 pm Girl Scouts 

7:00 pm Ash Wednesday  

               Worship Service                                                                                    

7:00 pm Girl Scouts  

7:00 pm Men’s Bible Study 

7:30 pm Trustees 

19 

5:30 pm Youth Choir 

7:00 pm Boy Scouts 

7:15 pm Senior Choir  

20 21 

22 

8:30 am Worship 

9:45 am Sunday School 

11:00 am Worship 

12:15 pm Handbells 

6:00 pm Bible Study 

23 
6:45 pm Darts (A) 

24 25 

5:30 pm Girl Scouts 

6:00 pm Lenten Dinner 

7:00 pm Lenten Service 

7:00 pm Girl Scouts  

7:00 pm Men’s Bible Study 

7:00 pm Why Knots 

26 

5:30 pm Youth Choir 

7:00 pm Boy Scouts 

7:15 pm Senior Choir  

27 28 
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